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Why is this initiative important? 
Currently, every state has its own set of academic standards, meaning public 
education students in each state are learning to different levels. All students must be 
prepared to compete with not only their American peers in the next state, but with 
students from around the world. If all 49 states and territories adopt the common core 
state standards, this initiative will affect 43.5 million students which is about 87 
percent of the student population (Source: SchoolDataDirect.org; 2007). 

Why is a common core of state standards good for students? 
These standards will help prepare students with the knowledge and skills they need 
to succeed in college and careers and to be prepared to compete globally. 
Additionally, expectations for students will be consistent across all states and 
territories; this consistency will support students transitioning between states. Also, 
clearer standards will help students better understand what is expected of them and 
allow for more self-directed learning. 

http://www.corestandards.org/Files/CCSSIOne-Page.pdf 

NGA/CCSSO Common Core Standards Initiative 
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When I was growing up, my parents told 
me, “Finish your dinner. People in China 
and India are starving.” I tell my 
daughters, “Finish your homework. People 
in India and China are starving for your 
job.” 

---Thomas Friedman, 2005 



1492: about 3 months 

2009: about 13 hours 



1858: 17 hours 

Glory to God in the highest; on earth, peace and good will toward men. 

2009: less than 1 minute 



1927: $65 (about $1,000) 

2009: about $0.02 

3 minute phone call 



Death of Distance 
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Inside photos 
showed Alexei 
doing complicated 
experiments in 
physics and 
chemistry and 
reading aloud 
from Sister Carrie.  

Stephen, by 
contrast, retreated 
from a geometry 
problem on the 
blackboard and 
the caption 
advised, "Stephen 
amused class with 
wisecracks about 
his ineptitude." 
Seated at a 
typewriter in 
typing class, 
Stephen tells us "I 
type about one 
word a minute." 

1958!
USSR!



Our Nation is at risk. 
Our once unchallenged 
preeminence in 
commerce, industry, 
science, and 
technological 
innovation is being 
overtaken by 
competitors throughout 
the world. 

We are raising a new 
generation of 
Americans that is 
scientifically and 
technologically 
illiterate.  

1983 Japan!
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1995!
Singapore!



By comparing how these students prioritize their time (approximately four years or 
“two million minutes” of high school), the film demonstrates that the typical student in 
the U.S. spends much less time on his/her education and gives less thought to future 
career opportunities than his/her global peers in India and China.  

--2 million minutes 

Two Million Minutes, vividly reveals that American students are no longer “at risk” 
of falling behind -- they are now clearly behind even Third World students in India 
and China, in addition to being in 24th place among developed countries. 

Source: http://www.2mminutes.com/pressblog6.html 

2007 China India!
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http://www.weforum.org/pdf/Global_Competitiveness_Reports/Reports/gcr_2007/gcr2007_rankings.pdf 





World Population Distribution 

Royalties and License Fees Exports Toy Exports 



And 



[China 2002] 

In December 2002, the Chinese Ministry of Education issued a policy designed to 
reform assessment and evaluation in elementary and secondary schools. This 
document, entitled Ministry of Education’s Notice Regarding Furthering the 
Reform of Evaluation and Assessment Systems in Elementary and Secondary 
Schools, calls for alternative assessments that go beyond simply testing 
academic knowledge. It specifically forbids ranking school districts, schools, or 
individual students based on test results or making test results public.   
[China 2005] 
High school curriculum reform 
Among the problems targeted by the reforms:  
• Overemphasis on knowledge transmission 
• Too many required and uniform courses, which limited students’ individual development  
• Too much overlapping content, resulting in excessive coursework burden on students 
• Overemphasis on the value of individual discipline, resulting in too little interdisciplinary and 
social integration  
Remedies: 
• Credit system 
• More electives, fewer required courses 
• Local subjects/school based curriculum 
• Integrated studies 
• New subjects (art, environment, technology, etc) 
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•  Since 2001, Japan has been working to implement its Education 
Plan for the 21st Century, which has three major objectives:  

•  The first is “enhancing emotional education,” that is, cultivating 
students as emotionally well-rounded human beings.  

•  The second objective is “realizing a school system that helps 
children develop their individuality and gives them diverse choices” 
by moving towards a diverse, flexible educational system that 
encourages individuality and cultivates creativity.  

•  The third is “promoting a system in which the school’s autonomy is 
respected” through decentralizing educational administration, 
enhancing local autonomy, and enabling independent self-
management at the school level. (Iwao, 2000) 
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•  The explicit teaching of critical and creative thinking skills;  
•  The reduction of subject content; 
•  The revision of assessment modes; and;  
•  A greater emphasis on processes instead of on outcomes when appraising 

schools. 
•  In 2005, the Ministry of Education in Singapore released another major 

policy document Nurturing Every Child: Flexibility and Diversity in Singapore 
Schools, which called for a more varied curriculum, a focus on learning 
rather than teaching, and more autonomy for schools and teachers (Ministry 
of Education, 2005). 



[Korea 2000] 
Revised 7th National Curriculum 

The ultimate goal is to cultivate creative, autonomous, and self-driven 
human resources who will lead the era's developments in information, 
knowledge and globalisation.  
• Promote fundamental and basic education that fosters sound human 
beings and nurtures creativity  
• Help students build self-leading capacity so that they well meet the 
challenges of today's globalisation and information development  
•  Implement learner-oriented education that suits the students' capability, 
aptitude and career development needs  
•  Ensure expanded autonomy for the local community and schools in 
curriculum planning and operation.  
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The First International Mathematics Study 
(FIMS) 

•  Year data collected: 1964 
•  Target Population: 13 year olds 
•  Participating Countries: Australia, Belgium, 

England, Finland, France, Germany 
(FRG), Israel, Japan, Netherlands, 
Scotland, Sweden, United States. 

•  US finished second to last (Sweden) 
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Not everything that can be counted 
counts, and not everything that counts 
can be counted. 

--Albert Einstein 
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Diversity of talents 
Creativity 
Entrepreneurship 
Passion 
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Achievement Gap vs. Creativity Gap: 
The Mismeasure of Education 
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Over 10 million jobs lost due to automation in last 10 years 
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Virtual marriage & 2nd Life:  
Socializing virtually 

Anshe Chung has become the first online personality to achieve a net worth exceeding 
one million US dollars from profits entirely earned inside a virtual world. 

--Business Week, May, 2006  



Real-money trade of virtual items (RMT) 
“I estimate the total worldwide RMT volume to reach 2,090M” 
Virtual Economy Research Network:  
http://virtual-economy.org/blog/how_big_is_the_rmt_market_anyw  
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Asia 
Automation 
Abundance 

Can someone overseas do it cheaper? 
Can a computer do it faster? 

Is what I am offering in demand in an age of abundance? 
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Therefore we need to move into niche areas where they will not 
be able to completely replace us for quite some time.  

---Lee Kuan Yew, 2007 
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The Strengths Movement 
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D*6/(4'?3&*+07*'64345$0
the drive to tailor education to individual need, interest and aptitude so as to 
fulfill every young person’s potential (Department for Education and Skills 
(UK), 2004) 
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•  1,663-,?,.$0M(6*0-!(3-*/0
•  ?*'6434502(0?*'64$07(G*0'4+0'@3?32902(0?*'640
•  \(6]=(6-*0+*G*?(#.*42$0DE0
•  '//*//.*420=(60?*'64345$0a(6.'<G*0
•  /-!((?0(65'43/'<(40'4+0+*/354$0H26,-2,6'?0-!'45*/0
•  4*\02*-!4(?(53*/0
•  /2,+*420G(3-*$08!'20+(0L0\'42^0
•  '+G3-*0'4+05,3+'4-*0
•  .*42(6345$0D*6/(4'?06*?'<(4/!3#/0

http://www.clusterweb.org.uk/docs/HargreavesPersonalisedLearning.pdf 
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Global products Global resources 

Global market Global staffing 

Unique qualities 
Creativity, passion 
R-directed thinking skills 
Global Competences 



Never Send a Man to Do a Machine's Job: 
Reconsider the Human-Machine Relationship in Education 



L4#,2I@'/*+0:--(,42'@3?3290

Physical environment 

Learning facilities 

Diverse opportunities 

Leadership 

Teacher quality 

Student voice 

Global connections Tolerance 


